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RE: Comments on the Proposed Methodology for the 5th Cycle Regional Housing Need 

Allocation 

Dear Chair Arreguin, 

On behalf of the City of Pacifica (City}, please accept our comments on the proposed Regional 

Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA} methodology. The proposed methodology would result in 

a 357% increase (1,933 units} in unit allocation from RHNA 5. 

The City appreciates the efforts and dedication of the diverse stakeholder group of Housing 

Methodology Committee (HMC} members and the inclusion of equity factors in the draft 5th

Cycle RHNA methodology. Pacifica understands the urgency and challenge of addressing 

regional policy goals related to housing affordability, climate change and equity in this RHNA 

cycle. However what the HMC and Executive Board may not realize, is the incorporated area 

in Pacifica is 47% preserved open space with much of this land owned by other agencies such 

as the Federal Government (Golden Gate National Recreation Area}. Pacifica is also partially 

in the Coastal Zone (15% of incorporated area}. As a result, the City of Pacifica has no or 

limited land use authority over 57% of the City's incorporated acreage and finding adequate 

sites to accommodate the unit allocation that would result from the proposed methodology 

will be extremely difficult. The draft methodology also allocates new housing units to 

jurisdictions, like Pacifica, that lack adequate transportation infrastructure; are subject to 

hazards such as wildfires; and have other significant development constraints, such as coastal 

erosion. 

The draft methodology and resulting RHNA, will not only fail to meet the Bay Area's total 

regional housing need, but will threaten our region's ability to grow sustainably into the 

Path of Portola 1769• San Francisco Bay Discovery Site 




